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 ‘Bitchcraft’ Celebrates Feminist Response to Pop Culture 

(Milwaukee, WI)—Bitchcraft, a weekend of music, arts, crafts, and words takes place 

Saturday, May 17–Sunday, May 18. All events are free—donations are encouraged and 

benefit B-Word, publishers of the magazine Bitch: Feminist Response to Pop Culture. 

 Bitchcraft kicks off Saturday, May 17, 5–8 p.m., at Woodland Pattern Book 

Center, 720 E. Locust St., with performances by singer-songwriters Heidi Spencer and 

Stephanie Rearick; a sneak preview of “Devotion to Thread,” an exhibit curated by 

Faythe Levine; and comments and readings by Bitch publisher Debbie Rasmussen. Part 

two of Bitchcraft takes place Sunday, May 18, 3–5 pm, when Rasmussen leads a special 

session of the Femiknits discussion group—open to non-knitters!—at Broad Vocabulary 

Bookstore, 2241 S. Kinnickinnic Ave. Event details are below. 

 B-Word was founded in 1996 and is best known for publishing Bitch: Feminist 

Response to Pop Culture (bitchmagazine.org). B-Word is a national nonprofit publishing 

organization headquartered in Portland, OR, that focuses on feminist analysis and media 

criticism. In a recent New York Times Magazine interview, co-founder/editor Andi Zeisler 

said B-Word and Bitch “get people to see that pop culture is a critical locus of feminism.” 

B-Word challenges the mainstream publishing model of advertising and consumerism and 

proves that reader-supported publishing is possible by putting its content online for free 

(with a lively discussion board / blog), with no advertising. Articles include: 

• “Laughing All the Way to the Polls—Do Female Politicians Need a New Punch Line?” 

• “The Nan Show—How Nannies Rewrote the Rules on TV Parenting” 

• “A Galaxy of Our Own: Searching for Black Women in Science-Fiction Film” 

• “Multiply & Conquer: How to Have 17 Children and Still Believe in Jesus” 

• “Of Kegels, Kotex, and Kate Moss—A Comparative Analysis of Women’s Magazines” 



• “Mad Science: Deconstructing Bunk Reporting In 5 Easy Steps” 

• “Beyond the Valley of the Geeks—Notes on Gender and Gaming” 

And hundreds of other features and columns covering every aspect of pop culture. 

 Featured on May 17 at Bitchcraft: Heidi Spencer’s music “remains constant in a 

pure, acoustic style” with “melodies both abstract and upfront [that] combine for a sound that 

is as alluring as it is genuine,” according to Maximum Ink (myspace.com/heidileighspencer). 

Stephanie Rearick’s “intimate confessions … balance winsome and anguished singing in an 

ongoing dialogue with her keyboard, which alternates rock ’n’ roll drive, boogie-woogie 

bounce and a dark severity that recalls … Cecil Taylor,” according to the Capital Times 

(stephanierearick.com). Bitchcraft offers a sneak preview of “Devotion To Thread,” 

curated by Faythe Levine, artist and owner of Paper Boat Gallery, who says: “My hope is 

that the viewer will not only walk away with a new appreciation of using hand and machine 

embroidery, sewing, needlework, and handcraft within art, but will also feel inspired to go 

home and create.” Levine will give a brief talk and answer questions. “Devotion to Thread” 

runs May 17–June 13 at Woodland Pattern, with a public reception May 31. 

 Featured on May 18 at Bitchcraft: Debbie Rasmussen guest-leads a discussion 

during Femiknits, one of Broad Vocabulary’s twice-monthly confabs of knitters and 

crocheters of all genders, ages, and skill levels. At this special session, non-yarn 

enthusiasts are encouraged to join in and discuss the ways in which feminism can be re-

imagined in our communities.  

 Woodland Pattern Book Center connects people who are curious, critical, and 

hungry for culture with the work of cutting-edge poets and artists from across the nation. 

 Broad Vocabulary specializes in feminist books, magazines, and gifts and is 

dedicated to independent publishing, artistry, and “do it yourself” ethics. 
 

# # # 

High-resolution images of the Bitchcraft performers and art are available on-line at 
bitchmagazine.org/about/press. 


